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and the stricture recommended has some scientific foundation for its
adoption.
We have no information of any other town in Portugal or Spain being

infected by plague.
EGYPT.

Alexandria.-No fresh case of plague has occurred in Alexandria since
September 2nd. The sanitary authorities in Egypt are to be congratulated
upon the abatement of the disease, and we hope that the vigilance and
wise sanitary measures which have marked their proceedings during the
past summer may be in no way relaxed during the next twelve months.

INDIA.
Poona.-The plague outbreak seems to have suddenly subsided. Last

week we reported oN#r loo new cases and deaths daily, but on September
Isth we learnt by telegraph that the new cases were nil. Such a drop in
an epidemic of plague is unknown, and it shows how much has to be
learned in regard to the epidemiology of the disease. The rumour abroad
in regard to the inadequacy of hospital accommodation, the paucity of
doctors and nurses, and the general chaos described by certain local
papers as obtaining at Pooiia, we are able on the best authority (Major

ad R.AMC.) to deny. Every European is working at high pressure,
but the patients, so far from being neglected, are carefully attended to in
every way. The enormity of the work may be understood when the
number of plague patients is considered. Between August ist and August
16th no fewer than 1,o85 cases were admitted to the plague hospitals. Of
these, 154 were discharged cured, 66I died, and the remainder continued
under treatment. In the districts around Poona, however, help is badly
wanted.

HONG KONG.
On September iith thb Colonial Office received telegraphic information

that I3 cases of plague had occurred in Hong Kong, and 12 deaths from
the disease durling the previous week. Since then a slight increase in the
numbers has been reported.

MAURITIUS.
For the week ending September x5th 59 cases of plague and 39 deaths are

reported from Mauritius.
MADAGASCAR.

A few cases of plague are repoited from Tamatave, and quarantine
measures have been adopted.

PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA.
From Lourenco Marques a telegram dated September x8th announces

that at Magude suspicious cases of illness, believed to be plague, have
occurred. The proximity of L ourenco Marques to Madagascar, and the
landing of natives of Jullim at that port from Goa and elsewhere, .cause
this report to be viewed with considerable anxiety. Moreover, with the
possibility of war breaking out in the Transvaal, and the proximity of a
Dossible plague centre so near the seat of contemplated operations, it

behovesthe British authorities to be specially watchful of the spread of
plague in this district.

PARAGUAY.
We feel bound to discredit the report, until further corroborated, that

plague has attacked persons in the capital of Paraguay. Ascencion is 6oo
miles from the sea coast, and as no plague exists anywhere else in the
Western Hemisphere, it seems impossible that this inland country could
have been infected by plague.

THE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS.
LEICESTER.

As the outcome of the large meeting held in Leicester on
March 22nd, an influential executive committee has been
formed, with Sir Thomas Wright as chairman. The commit-
tee has drawn up a series of suggestions to be inserted into
contracts made for the supplyof milk. These suggestions
closely follow the findings of the Royal Commission on Tuber-
culosis. Besides this, the committee is making arrange-
ments for lectures to be delivered in different parts of the
county on the prevention of tuberculosis. In Leicester,
Melton Mowbray, and Market Harborough, addresses have
already been given, and the interest taken in them leads the
committee to hope that considerable benefit will arise there-
from. The desirability of erecting sanatoria is a matter that
is receiving careful consideration. The suggestions for a
form of contract to ensure the supply of " safe" milk are as
follows:

(I) The contractor agrees that the milk shall be obtained only from cows
guaranteed by a qualified veterinary surgeon to be free from disease of the
udder. (2) The contractor guarantees to furnish monthly reports from a
qualified veterinary surgeon that the cows remain free from disease of the
udder, and are kept under proper sanitary conditions. (3) If the con-
tractor continues to keep a cow after it has been reported to be suffering
from disease of the udder, it shall be held to be primd-facie evidence that
the milk from it is used for the purpose of supplying milk under this con-
tract. (4) The contractor undertakes that any person suffering from or
who has recently been in personal contact with a person suffering from
any dangerous infectious disease within the meaning of the Notification
Acts, br who is himself suffering from consumption, shall not take part in
any dairy operations. (5) The contractor agrees and guarantees that the
mnilk supplied under this contract shall in all cases contain not less than
3.2 per cent. of fat as ascertained by anaJysis.

WITHERNSEA.
The sixth annual garden party in connection with the Hull

and East Riding Convalescent Home was held at Withernsea

on July 29th, Sir James Reckitt, Bart., in the chair. Among
those present were Sir Robert M. Craven, F.R.C.S., Dr. C. A
Lee, Dr. G. F. Elliott, Dr. Arthur E. Sproulle, Dr. Hartley,
Mr. J. Hutchinson, Dr. Sheldon, and Dr. Howlett. Sir
James Reckitt made some remarks on the recent erection
of two experimental tents for the treatment of phthisis. He
said they had nearly a dozen patients under treatment, and
they were doing well as a whole. The Mayor of Hull (Mr. W.
Gelder) said he trusted that the new venture in the treatment
of consumption would prove of such value as to become a per-
manent annexe of the, institution. The report was carried.
Sir R. M. Craven said he took considerable interest in the
treatment of consumption by pure air and good food, but he
should like to see the people get more pure air and good food
in their youth so as to prevent tuberculosis.

COUNTY ASYLUM, WHITTINGHAM.
An interesting report of the results of the tuberculin test

in connection with tuberculosis in the milking cows recently
issued by Dr. Frank Perceval, Medical Superintendent of the
County Asylum, Whittingham, Lancashire, has been sent to
us. From it we learn that owing to an average of 84 per cent.
of the cows at the farm] of this asylum being affected with
tuberculosis, anfl taking into consideration the impossibility
of diagnosing the disease with sufficient certainty by ordinary
methods, it was decided in August, i897, to use the tuber-
culin test, and to separate those not reacting from those
reacting, the latter to be milked as usual and fattened off as
soon as possible. At a later stage it was resolved that the
maximum period reacters were to be kept should be six
months. It was also arranged that a thorough inspection of
all cows by a veterinary surgeon should take place monthly.
The number of cows tested was 270 (shorthorns purchased in
various parts of Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Cumberland); of
these i8o reacted, 85 did not react, and 5 were doubtful.
Where a reaction occurred tuberculous disease was actually
found in 175 out ol I8o cases, or 97.2 per cent. The 85 COWS
that did not react may be divided into four groups. The first
contains 36 cases, in none of which was any trace of disease
found. The second contains 5 cases; all of these suffered from
acute general tuberculosis. The third contains 8 cases, in each
of which the amount of disease was very small and appeared to
be inert, what we should call arrested or " cured " in thehuman
subject. No bacilli could be found on microscopical examina-
tion, but no inoculation tests were made. The fourth group
contains 34 cases. In each of these the lesions were of recent
origin and of small extent, being in many instances mere
points in the bronchial or mesenteric gland. Dr. Perceval is
inclined to think in the large majority of the above instances
the disease was contracted after injection. He says: " From
these results it may be concluded that the tuberculin
test is a valuable aid in checking the spread of tuberculous
disease in cows, inasmuch that it enables a large proportion
of the diseasedbeasts-namely, those that react-to be isolated,
and, further, that this proportion will probably include most
of those suffering from the complaint in an advanced form. I
do not consider the negative evidence afforded by the test to
be reliable, except possibly where elaborate measures are
taken, such as are not likely to obtain under ordinary circum-
stances-that is to say, that cows which do not react cannot'
safely be considered free from the disease; but it appears that
it may be expected that the lesions in a beast which has not
reacted will in most cases be found to be of slight extent. As
the spread of infection in the herd is chiefly due to, animals
in an advanced condition of the disease, it will be seen that
if the opinion is correct that amongst the reacters will be
found practically all the bad cases, the usefulness of the test
is greatly enhanced. In considering its value we must not
forget that it is an aid to the checking or elimination of the
disease and not a complete remedy in itself, and that it does
not lessen the necessity of keeping the animals under healthy
conditions, the most important being a proper supply of pure
air. So long as they are expected to do with as little as or
less than a human being requires, so long will consumption
be rife among them. The circulatory and respiratory organs
in the cow are the same as in man, but the former being a
larger animal requires more air, just as a full-grown man
requires more than a child. This simple fact is generally lost
sight of, and I have met with people who seemed to view the
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idea that there could be so close an analogy between a man
and a cow as little short of impious."

SPAIN.
A league against tuberculosis is being organised in Spain.

What it is hoped will be the nucleus of a national association
was recently formed at a largely attended meeting of the
members of the Medical Institute of Valencia convened for
the purpose by Dr. Moliner, Professor of Pathology in the
Medical Faculty of the University of that city. The league
in its main lines is organised on the model of our own National
Association for the Prevention of Consumption and other
Forms of Tuberculosis.

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.
On the initiative of Dr. Samuel Gache a leaaue against

tuberculosis was on July 7th founded in the Argentine
Republic, where consumption claims 8,coo victims each
year.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
COUNCIL.

NOTICE OF MEETING.
A MEETING of the Council will be held in the Council Room
of the Association, at 429, Strand (corner of Agar Street),
London, on Wednesday, the I ith day of October next, at 2
o'clock in the afternoon.
September, I899. FRANCIS FOWKE, Genvral Secretary.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS.
Any qualified medical practitioner, not disqualified by any

bilaw of the Association. who shall be recommended as
eligible by any three members, mav be elected a member
by the Council or by any recognised Branch Council.
Candidates seeking election by a Branch Council should

apply to the Secretary of the Branch. No members can be
elected by a Branch Council unless their names have been
inserted in the circular summoning the meeting at which
they seek election.

FRANCIS FOWKE, General &cretary.

LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

MBzMBERS are reminded that the Library and Writing Rooms
of the Association are now fitted up for the accommodation
of the Members in commodious apartments, at the office of
the Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open from IO A.M.
to 5 P.M. Members can have their letters addressed to them
at the office.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH.-The autumnal meeting of this Branch will

be held at the Orwell Hotel, Felixstawe, on Thursday, September 28th;
President, E. L. Fenn, M.D. Programme of Proceedings:-1x.3o A.M. Meet-
ing of the Council of the Branch. I2 NOON. Meeting of the Branch.
Agenda: The General Secretary of the Branch will m; ke a short statement
relative to the arrangements necessary for the meeting of the British
Medical Association in Ipswich in Igoo, and will move the following reso-
lutions: ' a. That a General Committee be formed to arrange for the
reception of the British Medical Association. and.that such Committee
consist of all coitributors to the guarantee fund. (b) Thatthe usual spring
and autumnal meetings of the East Anglian Branch be omitted in the year

0oo0, and that the annual meeting of the Branch be held in May instead of
June." The following contribut.ions have been promised: Mrs. Garrett-
Anderson M D., London: Cases of Diabetes. Miss Ethel Vaughan. M.B.,
B.S., London: A Series of Pathological Specimens prepared by a new pro-
cess. W. A. Elliston, M.D., Ipswict (President-elect of the British Medical
Association): Notes of a Case of Multiple Enchondroma. F. A. Brooks,
M.D., Felixstowe: Case of Tetanus treated with Antitetanic Serum. A.
Dunn Turner, M.B., Felixstowe: Paper on Raynaud's Disease. T. H.
Morse F. R. C. S., Norwich: Paper on the Advisability of the more frequent
use ol local Anmsthesia in certain cases of Abdominal Surgery. The
meeting will adjourn at 3.30 P.M. for luncheon, and resume at 2.O P.M.
Luncheon (to which ladies are invited) will be provided at the )rwell
Hotel, at a eharge of 3%. for each person. Members intending to be pre-
sent at the luncheon should fill up the prescribed form and return it to Dr.
Barnes not later than September 23rd. The members of the East Anglian
Branch, resident in Felixstowe, kindly invite the members present at the
eeting and ladies accompanying them to afternoon tea in the Ranelagh

Gardens at 4 P.M.-EDGAR G. BARNES, M.D., Eye; MICHAEL BEvERLEY,
M.D.. Norwich; BENJAMIN H. NICHOLSON, M.B., Colchester, Honorary
Secretaries.

BORDER COUNTIES BRANcH.-The autumn meeting of this Branch will
be held in the Keswick Hotel, Keswick, on Friday, September 29th, at
4.'I5 P.M., under the presidency of Dr. R. Hamilton, Hawick. A meeting of
the Council will be held at 4 P.1f. Order of Business: Minutes of last
meeting. Election of new member. The President will introduce a dis-
cussion on Hospital Abuse. Dr. Knight (Keswick) will read Notes of a
Fatal Case of Leuksemia in a boy of I3.-W. F. FARQUHARSON, Garlands.
Carlisle, Honorary Secretary. _

BORDER COUNTIEs BRANCH: COUNTIES OF RoxBURGH, BERWICK,
SELKIRK, AND PEEBLES DISTRICT. - This District will meet in
the Station Hotel, Newtown, St. Boswells, on Friday, October 6th, at 3.30
P.M. The Chairman, Dr. Blair, of Jedburgh, will make some remarks intro-
ductory to his second year of office. Dr. Menzies, of Galashiels, will as
arranged, open a discussion on the Etiology, Diagnosis, and Treatment of
Typhoid Fever. Members who have cases to show. and all intending
to be present, are requested to communicate with the Honorary Secre-
tary, Dr. W. HALL CALVERT, The Laurels, Melrose.

SOuTH-EASTERN BRANCH: EAST SUSSEX DISTRICT.-The next meeting
of this District will be held at the East Sussex Hospital, Hastings, on
Thursday, October ,th, at 5 P.M.; Dr. Allfrey in the chair. The following
communications have been promised: Dr. Allfrey: On Diphtheria and
Membranous Croup. Mr. W. G. Earle: On some Fresh Details in the Dis-
position of the Deep Cervical Fascia. Dr. Batterham: (i) Intussusception
in an Infant: Laparotomy: Recovery; (2) A Case of Ap endicitis: Concre-
tion and Tumour found in Appendix. Dinner at the Grand Hotel at
7 P.M.; charge 5s., exclusive of wine.-J. W. BATrERHAM, M.B., Honorary
District Secretary, Grand Parade, St. Leonards.

SOu -EASTERN BRANCH: NORTH KENT DISTRICT.-The October meet-
ing of this District will be held in the Bell Hotel, Bromley, on Thursday,
October 5th, at 3.4$ P.M., Dr. Ilott in the chair. Dinner at 6.45 P.M.;
7S., exclusive of wines. Members who intend dining are requested to
inform the Honorary Secretary, by postcard, not later than Tuesday,
October 3rd. The following papers have been promised: Summer
Diarrhoea and its Treatment, by Dr. G. Newton Pitt (Guy's Hospital), and
the Conservative Treatment ot Pelvic Inflammation in Women, by Alban
G. Doran, F.R.C S. (Samaritan Hospital). A demonstration of surgical
instruments and drugs will be given before and after the meeting.
Members wishing to show cases of interest are requested to communicate
with the Honorary Secretary, A. TENNYSON SMITH, M.D., The Birches,
Orpington, Kent.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: EAST SURREY DISTRICT.-The next meeting
will be held at the White Hart Hotel, Reigate, on Thursday, October l2th,
at 4 P.M., J. G. Ogle, M.D., of Reigate, in the chair. Dinner at 6 P.M.;
charge, 7S.. exclusive of wine. Agenda: x. Minutes of Croydon meeting.
2. To decide when and where the next meeting shall be held, and to
-nominate a member of the Branch to take the chair thereat. The follow-
ing papers, etc.. have been promised: Dr. F. R. Walters, The Modern
Treatment of Phthisis. Mr. W. Bruce Clarke: Exploration of the Kidney
and Ureter as a Conservative Measure. Dr. W. S. A. Griffith: The Value
of the Douche in Gyncecology and after Delivery. Messrs. Down Bros. will
exhibit Surgical Instruments, etc. Members desirous of exhibiting
specimens or reading notes of cases are invited to communicate at once
with the Honorary Secretary. All members of the South-Eastern Branch
areentitledto attend and tointroduceprofessional friends. The Hono-
rary Secretary would be much obliged if members would kindly inform
him by postcard whether they intend. if possible, to be present at the
meeting, and if likely to remain to dinner. By so doing they will very
materially facilitate arrangements and promote the success of the meet-
ing.-HENRY J. PRANGLEY, Tudor House, Anerley, Honorary Secretary.

NORTH WALES BRANCH.-The autumnal intermediate meeting will be
held at Llanrwst, in the last week of September, probably 28th or 2gth.
Applications for membership should be made forthwith, and it is
hoped that every member will exert himself to get eligible medical men to
join the Branch.-W. JONES-MORRIS, Is-y-Coed, Portmadoc; H. JONES
ROBERTS, GwyddfOr, Pen-y-groes, Honorary Secretaries.

SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH.-The autumnal meeting of this Branch will
be held at Leighton Buzzard on Thursday, October 12th, I899. Gentlemen
desirous of bring forward any communications, showing specimens, etc.
at the meeting, and any others wishing to become members of the,
Branch, are requested to communicate without delay with the under-
signed.-CHARLES J. EVANS, Hon. Secretary.

QUININE IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY.-According to the
NewYorkMedicalNews,more than 125 million grains of quinine
have been taken by United States soldiers during the past
year. It is said that some of the military patients in the army
hospitals in Cuba and Puerto Rico took as mnuch as 300 grs. a
weeX during several weeks. Hardly any of those who were
in the service in the West India Islands failed to take some
quinine during their stay. A military correspondent writing
from Puerto Rico recently said that practically none of the
soldiers had been entirely exempt from malarial disturbances
on that island, and that while the malaria was usually not
severe it was very obstinate.


